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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 



THE ASSOCIATION MEETING. 

The twenty-third annual meeting of the Modern Lan- 
guage Association of America was held at Haverford 
College, Haverford, Pa., December 27, 28, 29, in accordance 
with the following invitation : 

Haverford College, Haverford, Pa., December 15, 1904. 

Modern Language Association op America. 
Gentlemen : 

It would be a great satisfaction to us if you found it agreeable to use the 
facilities of Haverford College for your meeting a year hence. We have a 
comfortable lecture-hall and library, and the members of the Association 
could probably be comfortably accommodated in our dormitories and din- 
ing-room, at a moderate expense. If, however, any of the members do not 
find this convenient, we are only about fifteen minutes from the heart of 
Philadelphia, by steam-car. Drs. Gummere and Comfort, who are your 
members, join with me in preferring this request. 

Yours very truly, 

Isaac Sharpless. 

All the sessions were held in Roberts Hall. Professor 
Francis B. Gummere, President of the Association, presided 
at all. 

Reduced rates were secured from the railways. 

FIRST SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

The Association met at 3.20 p. m. The session was opened 
by an address of welcome from President Isaac Sharpless. 
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MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 



The Secretary of the Association, Professor C. H. Grand- 
gent, submitted as his report the published Proceedings of the 
last annual meeting and the complete volume of the Publica- 
tions of the Association for 1903. 

The report was approved. 

The Treasurer of the Association, Mr. W. G. Howard, sub- 
mitted the following report : 

Eeceipts. 
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PROCEEDINGS FOB 1905. 



For Reprints from Vol. XX, 

" Advertising in " XIX, 
From Committee on Inter. Correspondence, 
Guarantee to B. E. returned, 
Sale of Eeports of Committee of Twelve, 

" " Postage Stamps, 

Interest, Cambridge Trust Co., 
" Eutaw Savings Bank, 



EXPENDITUKES. 

To Secretary for Salary, 
" " " Postage, Expressage, &c., 

" " " Proof-reading, 

" " " Printing and Stationery, 



. $ 


11 50 




150 00 


7 80 




6 00 




3 40 




40 





$ 17 60 



i 34 91 

39 30 



To Treasurer for Salary, 



" " " Clerical Assistance, 
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To Secretary, Central Division, 

for Printing and Stationery, 1904, 
" " " " 1905, 

For Printing Publications, 
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To Printing Program, 23d Annual Meeting, 
Guarantee to B. E. at Providence Meeting, 
Exchange, 
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The President of the Association, Professor Francis B. 
Gummere, appointed the following committees : 

(1) To audit the Treasurer's report : Professors J. D. 
Bruner and J. F. Coar. 

(2) To nominate officers : Professors J. W. Bright and 
H. Collitz. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. "A Low German Account of the Voyage of Colum- 
bus." By Professor Daniel B. Shumway, of the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

[This work, which contains a description of the voyages of the Portuguese 
to Africa, India, and America, and of which only one copy is extant, ap- 
peared in 1508 under the title : ' ' Nye unbekande lande unde eine nye uerldt in 
korter vorgangener iyd gefunden." It is a translation made by Hans Ghet- 
elen of Euchamer's Newe unbekanthe lande, which in turn is based upon an 
Italian original. The speaker discussed the relation of the two German 
editions to the Italian and to each other. — Twenty minutes.] 

2. " Patelin in the Oldest Texts." By Dr. Eichard T. 

Holbrook, of Columbia University. 

[Method and luck in finding old editions. Manuscripts and printed books 
in the 15th century. The known mss. of Patelin. Oldest (Fonds fr. 4723, 
N. A. ) not the source of any known printed book, but nearly identical with 
Le Boy and Levet. Bigot ms. (ms. 15,080, Bibliotheque Nationale) of 
early 16th century ; differs widely from other known texts. Ms. fr. 25,467 
(Bib. Nat. ) perhaps as late as 1540 ; stands by itself. Harvard ms. copied 
from a printed book. — Methods of determining the age and source of printed 
books. The editions of Le Boy, Levet, Beneaut, Treperel, Le Caron, etc. 
Opinions expressed by M. Picot. — Twenty minutes.] 

3. " On the Date of King Lear." By Dr. Robert Adger 
Law, of Harvard University. [See Publications, xxi, 2.] 

[Shakspeare's tragedy of King Lear was on the stage in December, 1606. 
Malone suggested that it was written bofore May, 1605, when the anony- 
mous play of King Leir was entered for publication. Though this theory 
has seemed recently to be growing in disfavor, certain details connected with 
the printing of both plays render it more plausible. — Twenty minutes.] 
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4. " The Vows of Baldwin in The Avowing of Arthur." 
By Professor Edwin A. Greenlaw, of Adelphi College. 
[See Publications, xxi, 3.] 

[Complex character of the romance : Celtic, English, and Oriental ele- 
ments. Probable identity of Baldwin. His vows practically geasa and 
related to the widespread cycle in which three counsels form the frame-work 
for a collection of stories. The tests of Baldwin's self-control : the courage 
test ; the hospitality test ; the jealousy test. Surprising character of the 
last-named test and its relation to the widely-known cycle of The Woman 
Wrongly Accused, of which Oymbeline is a representative. — A twenty-minute 
abstract.'] 

5. " The Raven Banner." By Professor Arthur C. L. 
Brown, of the University of Wisconsin. 

[The Dream of Rhonobwy, one of the Welsh tales in the collection com- 
monly called the Mabinogion, turns upon Owain's marvelous banner that 
incited his ravens to victory. Similar standards in Irish, Norse, and 
English legend, notably Earl Sigurd's raven-banner at the battle of Clon- 
tarf, have not heretofore been compared. — A ten-minute abstract] 

At 8 p. m. the Association met in Roberts Hall to hear an 
address by Professor Francis B. Gummere, President of the 
Association. 

After the address, the members and guests of the Associ- 
ation were received by President and Mrs. Sharpless in the 
Gymnasium. 

SECOND SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28. 

The session began at 9.45 a. m. 

6. " Chaucer's Relation to Old French Love- Vision Lit- 
erature." By Mr. W. Owen Sypherd, of Harvard University. 

[A study of Chaucer's four vision-poems — the Duchesse, the Hous of Fame, 
the Parlement of Foules, and the Prologue to the Legend. The purpose of 
the paper is to show that these visions were composed under the dominating 
influence of the genre of vision literature, to which belong such poems as 
the Roman de la Hose, the Panthere d? Amours, and the Paradys d' Amours. 
The present discussion will strengthen the unlikelihood of a definite source 
for any of Chaucer's visions. — A twenty-minute abstract.] 



Vlll MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

This paper was discussed by Professor J. L. Lowes. 

7. "Beatrys, a Netherlandish Eomance of the Early Four- 
teenth Century." By Dr. Harold DeW. Fuller, of Harvard 
University. 

[The purpose of the speaker was merely to call attention to the rare 
artistic beauties of a romance which has hitherto received but little notice. — 
Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discussed by Professors B. J. Vos, F. E. 
Schelling, and A. C. L. Brown. 

8. "American Speech." By Mr. Leigh R. Gregor, of 
McGill College. 

[Taking Mr. Henry James's On the Question of our Speech as text, the 
speaker discussed possibilities inherent in a rapprochement of the two great 
halves of the Anglo-Saxon world. America's and Americans' contribution 
to English speech. Traditions and life. Barbarism is precipitate develop- 
ment. Some common phonetic variations met in America. — Thirty minutes.] 

This paper was discussed by Dr. R. T. Holbrook, Dr. J. 
D. Spaeth, and Professors T. W. Hunt, F. N. Scott, R. H. 
Fife, Jr., C. H. Grandgent, and L. F. Mott. 

9. " The Chronology of Boccaccio's First Stay in Naples." 
By Mr. E. H. Wilkins, of Harvard University. 

[Boccaccio came to Naples late in 1328. His apprenticeship ended and 
his study of canon law began in 1332 or 1333. His study of astronomy with 
AndalS di Negro ended before June, 1334. His rejection by Abrotonia 
occurred in November or December, 1334. The date to which he assigns the 
beginning of his love for Fiammetta is March 30, 1336. He began the 
Filoeolo in the spring or summer of 1336. His study of canon law ended 
between June, 1338, and the end of 1339. He left Naples between Novem- 
ber, 1339, and March, 1341. — Twenty minutes.] 

10. "Gismond of Salerne." By Dr. John W. Cunliffe, 
of McGill College. [See Publications, xxi, 2.] 

[This tragedy merits more careful examination than it has yet received, 
not only on account of its early date (1567-68), but because it is the first 
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English tragedy extant which was based upon an Italian novel. The plot 
was taken directly from Boccaccio, and not, as has hitherto been assumed, 
from the English version of the story in Painter's Palace of Pleasure. The 
model chosen was, however, Dolce's Dido, to which the English tragedy 
bears close resemblances, not only in general structure, but in particular 
passages. There are also extensive borrowings from Seneca. — A ten-minute 
summary. ] 

Professor E. S. Sheldon presented the report of the Com- 
mittee of Five, which was appointed (see Proceedings for 
1 904, p. xii) " to examine the Report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on the subject of a Phonetic English Alphabet, and to 
report what, if any, amendments are desirable before the Al- 
phabet proposed by the joint Committee shall be submitted 
to the Association for final action." 

The members of the committee have individually examined with care a 
considerable body of written criticism of the report of the former committee, 
and they have also had before them opinions from experts connected with 
a printing establishment and a type foundry. Two meetings were held, at 
which the various alterations proposed for the alphabet were discussed. At 
both meetings all the members were present except Professor Weeks, who 
was unavoidably absent. The others had, however, the benefit of two let- 
ters from him, in which his views were set forth at some length, and the 
committee is able to present a unanimous report. 

Only that part of the Joint Committee's Report which is concerned with 
the alphabet of medium precision, such as is needed for the great pronoun- 
cing dictionaries, is here treated, that is, Part in (pp. 17-37). Part v, the 
proposal for a shorter alphabet (for ordinary phonetic writing and practical 
spelling reform), offers no difficult problems, but it can hardly claim con- 
sideration before the adoption of an alphabet of medium precision. Part 
vi, the suggestion of a differentiated alphabet (for purposes requiring very 
great precision) presents a very difficult problem and its discussion now 
would be premature. 

In what follows, the letters of the phonetic alphabet and any words in 
which that alphabet is employed are in Boman type. Italics designate let- 
ters of the ordinary alphabet, as now used, and words cited in the ordinary 
spelling. Thus, the sign u means the one vowel sound (heard in bull ) which 
that letter is to have in the phonetic alphabet, while u is the letter of the 
ordinary alphabet which may have any one of several values, as in bull, cup, 
cure, rule, turn, etc. 

It will be most convenient to state first the results of the committee's dis- 
cussions with only the most necessary explanations, and afterwards to add 



